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To Mr. Rodrigo Roa Duterte 
President of The Philippines 
 

 
Date: 12th January 2022 

 
 
 
Dear President Duterte, 
 
As a group of health professional leaders and academics with an interest in tobacco harm reduction, 
we are writing to express our full support for the VNP bill that both Houses of Congress have passed 
on Third Reading and which, I understand, will be submitted to your good office for your 
signature. We applaud Filipino policy makers and its President for taking the step of risk-
proportionate regulation of tobacco products. 
 
Harm reduction in the context tobacco control is a key instrument for disease prevention. There are 
preventable cancer and cardiopulmonary deaths, due to the underutilization of tobacco harm reduction 
strategies. This fact is also recognized in the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, 
Article 1(d).  
 
In our studies on this subject, we found consistent improvements in respiratory symptoms, exercise 
tolerance, quality of life, and rate of disease exacerbations in patients with chronic obstructive 
pulmonary diseases who abstained from smoking or substantially reduced their cigarette consumption 
by switching to e-cigarettes (https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33101622/) or heated tobacco product 
use (https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33754228/).  Both of these product categories are non-
combustible and a significant step away from the harm that comes from cigarettes. 
 
Further, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration in recent years authorized both e-cigarette products 
as well as heated tobacco products as “appropriate for the protection of public health.” The U.S. FDA 
review considered the risks and benefits to the population. This includes how the products may impact 
youth use of nicotine and tobacco, and the potential for the products to completely move adult 
smokers away from use of combustible cigarettes. 
 
Some have raised concerns about the impact of these products on youth. However, this is precisely 
the reason why these products need to be regulated – to maximize the opportunity for adult smokers 
to move away from combustible tobacco use and to minimize the risks to youth. 
 
There are also concerns that these products serve as a gateway to smoking or to illegal drugs. The 
experience in countries where these products have been made widely available by governments with 
appropriate regulations shows a sharp decline in smoking prevalence and no effect on illegal drug use 
suggesting that vapor products and heated tobacco products are a way out of and not into smoking. 
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As 15 past presidents of the Society for Research on Nicotine and Tobacco noted in their recent 
commentary (https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2021.306416), “many 
scientists have concluded that vaping is likely substantially less dangerous than smoking” and that 
“the totality of the evidence indicates that frequent vaping increases adult smoking cessation.” On the 
risks to youth, this preeminent group of scientists stated that: 

• The large majority of nontobacco product‒using young people do not vape and, thus, have no 
nicotine exposure. 

• Among those who vape, most do so infrequently; many are short-term experimenters. 
• Frequent vaping is most common among current or former smokers, individuals already 

exposed to nicotine. 
• The most dangerous form of youth exposure to nicotine, cigarette smoking, has declined at an 

unprecedented rate during the era of youth vaping. Use of other tobacco products has declined 
as well. 

 
They concluded that “while evidence suggests that vaping is currently increasing smoking cessation, 
the impact could be much larger if the public health community paid serious attention to vaping’s 
potential to help adult smokers, smokers received accurate information about the relative risks of 
vaping and smoking, and policies were designed with the potential effects on smokers in mind.” 
 
Therefore, the VNP bill is a step in the right direction. With this law, the Philippines will join the 
ranks of the UK, New Zealand, and other countries that have included tobacco harm reduction as part 
of their state policy. As for the above-mentioned countries, the VPN bill is expected to accelerate the 
decline in smoking prevalence in the Philippines too. This is a tremendous public health opportunity 
for the Philippines. We fully support the passage of the VNP bill into law. 
 
Your sincerely, 
CoEHAR members 
 

1. Carmelina Daniela ANFUSO, Department of Biomedical and Biotechnological Sciences, 
University of Catania, Italy 

2. Ignazio BARBAGALLO, Department of Drug Sciences, University of Catania, Italy 
3. Francesco BASILE, Department of General Surgery and Medical-Surgical Specialties, 

University of Catania, Italy 
4. Sebastiano BATTIATO, Department of Mathematics and Computer Sciences, University 

of Catania, Italy 
5. Brahim BENHAMOU, Cadi Ayyad University, Morocco 
6. Gaetano BERTINO, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University of 

Catania, Italy 
7. Alberto BIANCHI, Department of General Surgery and Medical-Surgical Specialties, 

University of Catania, Italy 
8. Antonio G. BIONDI, Department of General Surgery and Medical-Surgical Specialties, 

University of Catania, Italy 
9. Maria Luisa BRANDI, National Observatory of Fragility Fractures, Italy 
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10. Emma CACCIOLA, Department of Medical, Surgical Sciences and Advanced 
Technologies, University of Catania, Italy 

11. Rossella R. CACCIOLA, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University 
of Catania, Italy 

12. Bruno Santi CACOPARDO, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, 
University of Catania, Italy  

13. Aldo E. CALOGERO, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University of 
Catania, Italy 

14. Maria Teresa CAMBRIA, Department of Biological, Geological and Environmental 
Sciences, University of Catania, Italy 

15. Davide CAMPAGNA, Department of Emergency Medicine, University of Catania 
Teaching Hospital Policlinico, Italy 

16. Filippo CARACI, Department of Drug Sciences, University of Catania, Italy 
17. Agatino CARIOLA, Department of Law Sciences, University of Catania, Italy 
18. Massimo CARUSO, Department of Biomedical and Biotechnological Sciences, University 

of Catania, Italy 
19. Pasquale CAPONNETTO, Department of Educational Sciences, University of Catania, 

Italy 
20. Adriana CIANCIO, Department of Law Sciences, University of Catania, Italy 
21. Fabio CIBELLA, Institute of Biomedicine and Molecular Immunology, National Research 

Council, Italy 
22. Rosita A. CONDORELLI, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University 

of Catania, Italy  
23. Maurizio DI MAURO, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University of 

Catania, Italy 
24. Jennifer DI PIAZZA, Hunter Bellevue School of Nursing at Hunter College at the City 

University of New York, USA 
25. Adriana DI STEFANO, Department of Law Sciences, University of Catania, Italy 
26. Filippo DRAGO, Department of Biomedical and Biotechnological Sciences, University of 

Catania, Italy 
27. Salvatore FAILLA, Department of Chemical Sciences, University of Catania, Italy 
28. Rosario FARACI, Department of Economics and Business, University of Catania, Italy 
29. Salvatore FERLITO, Department of Medical, Surgical Sciences and Advanced 

Technologies, University of Catania, Italy 
30. Margherita FERRANTE, Department of Medical, Surgical Sciences and Advanced 

Technologies, University of Catania, Italy 
31. Alfredo FERRO, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University of 

Catania, Italy 
32. Giancarlo A. FERRO, Department of Law Sciences, University of Catania, Italy 
33. Francesco FRASCA, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University of 

Catania, Italy 
34. Lucia FRITTITTA, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University of 

Catania, Italy 
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35. Pio M. FURNERI, Department of Biomedical and Biotechnological Sciences, University 
of Catania, Italy 

36. Antonio GAGLIANO, Department of Electrical, Electronics and Computer Engineering, 
University of Catania, Italy 

37. Giovanni GALLO, Department of Mathematics and Computer Sciences, University of 
Catania, Italy 

38. Fabio GALVANO, Department of Biomedical and Biotechnological Sciences, University 
of Catania, Italy 

39. Giuseppe GRASSO, Department of Chemical Sciences, University of Catania, Italy 
40. Francesca GUARINO, Department of Biomedical and Biotechnological Sciences, 

University of Catania, Italy 
41. Antonino GULINO, Department of Chemical Sciences, University of Catania, Italy 
42. Emmanuele A. JANNINI, Department of Systems Medicine, University of Rome Tor 

Vergata 
43. Sandro LA VIGNERA, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University of 

Catania, Italy 
44. Giuseppe LAZZARINO, Department of Biomedical and Biotechnological Sciences, 

University of Catania, Italy 
45. Caterina LEDDA, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University of 

Catania, Italy 
46. Rosalia Maria LEONARDI, Department of General Surgery and Medical-Surgical 

Specialties, University of Catania, Italy 
47. Giovanni LI VOLTI, Department of Biomedical and Biotechnological Sciences, 

University of Catania, Italy 
48. Antonio LONGO, Department of General Surgery and Medical-Surgical Specialties, 

University of Catania, Italy 
49. Gabriella LUPO, Department of Biomedical and Biotechnological Sciences, University of 

Catania, Italy 
50. Mario MALERBA, Department of Translational Biomedicine, University of Eastern 

Piedmont, Italy 
51. Luigi MARLETTA, Department of Electrical, Electronics and Computer Engineering, 

University of Catania, Italy 
52. Guido NICOLOSI, Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania, 

Italy 
53. Francesco NOCERA, Department of Electrical, Electronics and Computer Engineering, 

University of Catania, Italy 
54. Renée O’LEARY, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University of 

Catania, Italy 
55. Gea OLIVERI CONTI, Department of Medical, Surgical Sciences and Advanced 

Technologies, University of Catania, Italy 
56. Alessandro ORTIS, Department of Mathematics and Computer Sciences, University of 

Catania, Italy 
57. Giuseppe PALAZZO, Department of General Surgery and Medical-Surgical Specialties, 

University of Catania, Italy 



 

Center of Excellence for the acceleration of Harm Reduction (CoEHAR) 
University of Catania - Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine  
Address: Torre Biologica, 11 piano – Via S. Sofia 89, 95123 Catania 
Phone: (+39) 0954781124     E-mail: cr.coehar@unict.it 
Website: http://www.coehar.org 

 

CENTRO DI RICERCA PER LA RIDUZIONE DEL DANNO DA FUMO 
CENTER OF EXCELLENCE FOR THE ACCELERATION OF HARM REDUCTION  
COEHAR 
 

58. Rosalba PARENTI, Department of Biomedical and Biotechnological Sciences, University 
of Catania, Italy 

59. Eugenio PEDULLÀ, Department of General Surgery and Medical-Surgical Specialties, 
University of Catania, Italy 

60. Riccardo POLOSA, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University of 
Catania, Italy  

61. Alfredo PULVIRENTI, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University of 
Catania, Italy 

62. Francesco PURRELLO, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University of 
Catania, Italy 

63. Francesco RAPISARDA, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University 
of Catania, Italy 

64. Venerando RAPISARDA, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University 
of Catania, Italy 

65. Renata RIZZO, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University of Catania, 
Italy 

66. Simone RONSISVALLE, Department of Drug Sciences, University of Catania, Italy 
67. Giuseppe RONSISVALLE, Department of Drug Sciences, University of Catania, Italy 
68. Martino RUGGIERI, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University of 

Catania, Italy 
69. Maria C. SANTAGATI, Department of Biomedical and Biotechnological Sciences, 

University of Catania, Italy 
70. Cristina SATRIANO, Department of Chemical Sciences, University of Catania, Italy 
71. Laura SCIACCA, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University of 

Catania, Italy 
72. Maria Salvina SIGNORELLI, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, 

University of Catania, Italy 
73. Marco TATULLO, Technologica Research Institute, Marrelli Hospital, Italy 
74. Daniele TIBULLO, Department of Biomedical and Biotechnological Sciences, University 

of Catania, Italy 
75. Venera TOMASELLI, Department of Political and Social Sciences, University of Catania, 

Italy 
76. Paolo VIGNERI, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University of Catania, 

Italy 
77. Vladislav VOLAREVIC, Faculty of Medical Sciences, University of Kragujevac, Serbia 
78. Luca ZANOLI, Department of Clinical and Experimental Medicine, University of Catania, 

Italy 
79. Agata ZAPPALÀ, Department of Biomedical and Biotechnological Sciences, University of 

Catania, Italy 
 


